Today, the ADLaM alphabet is used by over 4 million people in
Africa and around the world. But that wasn't always the case...

ADLaM began as a childhood dream of two young brothers
from Guinea. Abdoulaye and Ibrahima Barry grew up speaking Pular
(the language of the Fulbe or Fulani people).

For centuries it was primarily a spoken language, sometimes written
using the alphabet of other languages.

The Barry brothers dedicated their lives to changing that.

They created letters, systems, typographies and eventually literacy
programs where their alphabet could be taught and learned.

This book is designed to be just one more step in realizing their life-
long dream of bringing literacy to the Fulbe people through the
alphabet they devoted their entire lives making.



ADLaM Alphabet

The ADLaM alphabet (also called Alkule ADLaM) is the special alphabet

used to write the Pular language.
Pular is the language of the Fulbe or the Fulani people.

The name ADLaM is derived from the first 4 letters (S HY 5 -ADL M)

ADLaM has 28 letters in total.

% 5vowels (the “singing” letters)

% 23 consonants (all the other letters)
ADLaM is written a little differently than English.

Instead of writing from left to right, ADLaM is written from right to left!
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Nasal consonants - 342408

As in English, Pular has nasal consonants.

a (N) and the ADLaM apostrophe (*) are the

nasalization indicators.

There are four nasal consonants.

Lowercase '

emwan, 92 B2 m'z 82

UPPERCASE
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With sincere and endless gratitude to Ibrahima and Abdoulaye Barry—
brothers whose life's work stands as a beacon for those who would
change this world for the better.
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